CHAPTER III
THE COLLAPSE OF HOLLAND AND BELGIUM
MAY 14
IN NORTHERN and eastern Belgium units of the British and
French forces which went to the assistance of Belgium and
Holland are by now beginning to retire. (M, Roynaud will
state on May 21 that the Allied forces in Belgium were not
formally ordered to retire until the evening of May 15.) In
the south, a series of fierce stabs, executed largely by tanks
and motorcyclists, has carried the Gentians to the right bank
of the Meuse north as well as south of Namur, From Namur
to Dinant the French lines hold. British bombers go into
action in the effort to eliminate vital bridges which the French
have failed to destroy) as well as pontoon bridges which Ger-
man engineers have been throwing across the river, But south
of Dinant the Germans have been concentrating ever stronger
forces at the crossing points secured yesterday and the day
before. The sector of the line between Dinant and Sedan is
becoming the main German front of attack.
The Netherland Prime Minister and other Ministers reach
London this morning, and soon after their arrival Queen
Wilhelmina issues a proclamation, She declares London the
scat of the Netherland Government, but asserts the intention